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FECCA pays its respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders past and present and recognise the land we live 
and work upon was never ceded. FECCA proudly supports the Uluru Statement from the Heart and its call for the 
establishment of a First Nations Voice protected by the Constitution. 
 
FECCA acknowledges that our work on behalf of multicultural Australia has learnt from and been enriched by First Nations 
peoples and organisations. We are committed to continuing to listen, learn and support First Nations peoples in the journey to a 
more inclusive society.   
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Foreword 
The Federation of Ethnic Communities’ Councils of Australia (FECCA) welcomes the Joint Standing 
Committee on Electoral Matters’ inquiry into civics education, engagement, and participation in 
Australia (the Inquiry) and the opportunity to provide input representing Australia’s multicultural 
communities. Civic participation and engagement are key pillars of a thriving democracy. With Australia 
becoming a more diverse society it is important to ensure that all eligible members of society are 
supported to fully participate in democratic processes and civil society. This submission focuses 
specifically on point four of the Terms of Reference of the Inquiry - “opportunities for supporting 
culturally diverse, geographically diverse, and remote communities to access relevant, appropriate, and 
culturally suitable information about Australian democracy, electoral events, enrolment and voting to 
promote full electoral participation”.   
 
A significant focus of FECCA’s work includes a framework for multiculturalism submitted to the 
Multicultural Framework Review in which we call for full participation, including civic participation as 
one of the key policy pillars to build a strong, inclusive and equitable multicultural Australia.  
 
For enquiries, please contact FECCA CEO Mary Ann Geronimo   

 
 
Who we are 
FECCA is the national peak body representing people from multicultural communities and their 
organisations across Australia. Through the membership of state, territory, and regional councils, we 
represent over 1,500 community organisations and their members. 
 
What we do 
For 45 years, FECCA has proudly worked alongside culturally and linguistically diverse communities, the 
broader Australian society and the Commonwealth Government to build a successful, 
productive and inclusive multicultural Australia where everyone, no matter their background or how 
long they have lived in this country, can belong, contribute and reach their full potential. 
 
FECCA draws on the lived experiences of the people and their descendants that have migrated to 
Australia and the expertise of its extensive and diverse membership to develop and promote inclusive, 
innovative and responsible public policy that reflects the needs and perspectives of 
multicultural Australia. We are dedicated to building a multicultural nation that harnesses its greatest 
strength, the diversity of its people. 
 
Introduction 
A democratic system thrives with fair electoral processes, systems to oversee elected officials' work, and 
structures promoting citizen engagement. Citizen engagement and participation benefit citizens and 
governments, delivering citizen-centric policies and solutions, building trust in institutions and modelling 
the principles of a good democracy. The 2021 Census reveals more than half of Australian residents 
(51.5%) were born overseas or have at least one parent born overseas; and over 5.5 million Australians 
speak a language other than English at home1. As the peak body representing 1500+ multicultural 
communities, FECCA strongly advocates for inclusive systems that respond to the needs of all citizens, 
including those newly arrived in Australia, those with limited English and those with varied intersecting 
vulnerabilities.  
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