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Via email: ThirdActionPlan@dss.gov.au  
 
 
Submission to development of the Third Action Plan (2015-2018) to the 
National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children 
 
Introduction 
 
The Federation of Ethnic Communities’ Councils of Australia (FECCA) is the 
national peak body representing Australia’s culturally and linguistically 
diverse (CALD) communities and their organisations. FECCA provides 
advocacy, develops policy and promotes issues on behalf of its constituency 
to Government and the broader community. FECCA supports 
multiculturalism, community harmony, social justice and the rejection of all 
forms of discrimination and racism so as to build a productive and culturally 
rich Australian society. FECCA’s policies are developed around the concepts 
of empowerment and inclusion and are formulated with the common good of 
all Australians in mind. 
 
FECCA is pleased to contribute to the development of the Third Action Plan 
to the National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children (the Third 
Action Plan). 
 
Culturally and linguistically diverse children 
 
According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, 8.3% of children aged 0-17 
in 2009-2010 were born overseas.1 More than half of children born overseas 
are from mainly non-English speaking countries.2 Overall, approximately 
25% of Australians were born overseas while a further 20% have at least one 
parent born overseas.3 
 
CALD families and children face a unique set of challenges which may lead 
them to be connected with the Australian child protection system. Migrants 
may experience discrimination, social isolation, financial stress, and housing 
insecurity, factors which can also affect their children. Families who have 
entered Australia through the humanitarian programme may have suffered 
significant trauma through the refugee experience, including war, torture, 
                                                        
1 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Migrant Families in Australia (2013), 
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/3416.0Main+Features2Mar
+2013#Children  
2 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, A Picture of Australia’s Children (2012), 
p 7 
3 Australian Bureau of Statistics, Migrant Families in Australia (2013), 
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/3416.0Main+Features2Mar
+2013#Children 
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family separation, experiences in refugee camps and Australian immigration 
detention.4 
 
Because of these challenges, FECCA believes that CALD children and their 
families should be accorded a particular focus in the Third Action Plan. 
 
Collection of data 
 
There is no data collected by the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 
(AIHW) on ethnicity, cultural background or country of origin of children in the 
child protection system. In order to understand how CALD children and 
families are affected by child protection issues, and to be able to develop 
appropriate response strategies, there is a need for more data collection in 
this area. 
 
New and emerging communities 
 
In 2014 FECCA released series of four factsheets addressing the key issues 
facing new and emerging communities in Australia.5 The factsheets 
highlighted that despite being a very diverse group with members from a 
wide range of backgrounds, new and emerging communities share some 
characteristics that can be broadly applied to them as a group. Their 
members almost always come from a refugee or other humanitarian 
background, they are small in number compared to the more established 
communities and most of their members are new arrivals to Australia. They 
can have limited or no English language skills and often lack established 
networks, support systems, community structures and resources. 
 
New and emerging communities can have different child rearing practices 
and beliefs and may lack understanding of what are accepted parenting 
practices in Australia.6 These communities would benefit from early 
intervention and prevention strategies focusing on educating them about 
parenting practices, including a focus on physical discipline and neglect. 
 
Caseworkers who work with new and emerging communities need to be 
careful not to incorrectly assume that an act is abusive, or conversely 
consider cultural practice as a justification for a practice that is 
maltreatment.7 Deviation from culturally appropriate parenting practices of 
any specific cultural group could be considered by that cultural group to be 
abusive and not in the best interest of the child. 
 

                                                        
4 J Kaur, A review of the Australian research on the needs of culturally and 
linguistically diverse (CALD) and refugee children and families (2012), p 12-14 
5 The factsheets can be accessed on the FECCA website at 
http://fecca.org.au/resources/better-beginnings-better-futures-factsheets  
6 J Kaur, op cit, p 10-11 
7 Ibid, p 15 
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National Plan of Action to Prevent Violence against Women and 
Children 
 
Domestic violence is a key national issue affecting children. A 2004 study 
commissioned by the Office for the Status of Women found that 181,200 
children witnessed domestic violence in 2002-03.8 Being subjected to or 
witnessing domestic violence can have long lasting effects on children: 
 

[C]hildren who are exposed to violence in the home may suffer a 
range of severe and lasting effects. Children who grow up in a violent 
home are more likely to be victims of child abuse. Those who are not 
direct victims have some of the same behavioural and psychological 
problems as children who are themselves physically abused.9 

 
Given the interrelatedness of these two plans, FECCA supports strong links 
between the Third Action Plan and the National Plan of Action to Prevent 
Violence against Women and their Children. It is noted that the Second 
Action Plan of the National Plan of Action to Prevent Violence against 
Women and their Children includes a specific action on reducing violence 
against women in CALD communities (action 11).  
 
Child Aware Local Initiative 
 
The Child Aware Local Initiative was a central priority in the Second Action 
Plan, supporting communities to undertake early intervention and prevention 
activities which contribute to keeping children safe and well.10 FECCA 
supports this model, which focused on capacity-building in communities. 
 
FECCA believes that the Child Aware Local Initiative should be continued 
and expanded in the Third Action Plan and that new areas chosen to be 
included in the initiative should be representative of Australia’s diversity. The 
extension of this initiative would also present an opportunity to target new 
migrant communities by choosing areas where migrants are in the majority. 
 
  

                                                        
8 The Cost of Domestic Violence to the Australian Economy, A report prepared for 
the Australian Government’s Office of the Status of Women by Access Economic Pty 
Ltd, p VI 
9 UNICEF, Behind Closed Doors: The Impact of Domestic Violence on Children 
(2008) 
10 Families Australia, Child Aware Local Initiative 
http://www.familiesaustralia.org.au/publications/pubs/cali/caliinitiative.pdf  

http://www.familiesaustralia.org.au/publications/pubs/cali/caliinitiative.pdf
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Recommendations 
 

1. The Third Action Plan should accord particular attention to the needs 
of CALD children. 

2. The Third Action Plan should consider actions specifically targeting 
new and emerging communities, such as: 

a. community education on the statutory role for the child 
protection system in community languages; 

b. child protection workers working with new and emerging 
communities should develop cross cultural competence; 

c. children from new and emerging communities placed in out-of-
home care should be supported and encouraged to preserve 
their cultural identity; 

d. community education for new and emerging communities on 
the negative effects and the laws around cultural practices 
such as Female Genital Mutilation and child forced marriages.  

3. Data on ethnicity and country of origin should be collected in order to 
strengthen the knowledge base on the specific issues of CALD 
communities. 

4. The Third Action Plan should adopt a holistic approach that 
recognises the interrelated nature of many issues affecting families. 

5. Strong links to the National Plan of Action to Prevent Violence against 
Women and their Children should be made in the Third Action Plan. 

6. The Child Aware Local Initiative should be extended. In considering 
new communities for this program:  

a. the diversity of Australia’s population should be taken into 
account, with new areas chosen to be included in the Initiative 
representative of this diversity; and 

b. new migrant communities should be targeted by picking areas 
where migrants are in the majority. 

 
 


