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Research aim:

In an attempt to make a preliminary contribution towards a debate on solution-focused culturally appropriate care, this paper
draws from empirical studies and recent conceptual developments on different views of dementia, and discusses their possible
impact on service use and the expectations of users.

Results/Conclusion:

The need for an approach that complements cultural influences on health beliefs is essential, in order to work towards providing
flexible services able to meet the need of diverse populations. In this paper we have explored four possible explanatory models
for understanding dementia. Currently, culturally appropriate service provision for older people in the UK is patchy, and a
systematic evaluation of the success, or otherwise, of locally generated initiatives is overdue. However the differing explanations
for dementia considered in this paper, along with their likely impact on helpseeking behaviour, provide an alternative starting
point for considering how culturally appropriate dementia care might be achieved.
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