
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

17 August 2018 

Joint Select Committee on the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse - oversight of redress related recommendations 
Department of the Senate 
PO Box 6100 
Canberra ACT 2600  
 
FECCA submission to the Inquiry regarding the Royal Commission into Institutional 

Responses to Child Sexual Abuse - oversight of redress related recommendations 

The Federation of Ethnic Communities’ Councils of Australia (FECCA) is the national peak 
body representing Australia’s culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities and 
their organisations.  

FECCA provides advocacy, develops policy and promotes issues on behalf of its constituency 
to Government and the broader community. FECCA strives to ensure that the needs and 
aspirations of Australians from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds are given proper 
recognition in public policy. 

FECCA supports multiculturalism, community harmony, social justice and the rejection of all 
forms of discrimination and racism so as to build a productive and culturally rich Australian 
society. FECCA’s policies are developed around the concepts of empowerment and inclusion 
and are formulated with the common good of all Australians in mind. 

FECCA would welcome the opportunity to expand on this submission as required. For 
enquiries please contact FECCA CEO Dr Emma Campbell at emma@fecca.org.au or on (02) 
6282 5755.  

Recommendations 

In relation to the implementation of the National Redress Scheme FECCA recommends that: 

 there is a culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) specific element to the National 
Redress Scheme, with resources and funding allocated towards targeted 
communication with CALD communities and the creation and dissemination of 
culturally appropriate resources 

 free translating and interpreting services should be promoted and offered to CALD 
Australians who require more information or assistance in making an application under 
the Scheme 

 multicultural and ethno-specific redress support services are provided to survivors of 
abuse who identify as CALD 

 the Government allocate adequate resourcing and funding towards a concentrated 
effort to reach CALD survivors that may have been missed in the Royal Commission. 
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Discussion 

In its report the Royal Commission found that children from CALD backgrounds ‘were more 
likely to encounter circumstances that increased their risk of abuse in institutions’.1 As a result 
of specific government and institutional policies in effect at the time, children from CALD 
backgrounds were more likely to be placed in closed institutions, such as out-of-home care or 
youth detention facilities, than the rest of the population.2 Furthermore, on arrival in Australia 
migrants were housed in hostels, and migrant communities had close and reliant interactions 
with religious institutions. These situational factors increased the likelihood that children from 
CALD backgrounds would be placed in high risk institutional settings.3 Children from CALD 
backgrounds were also at higher risk because of social isolation resulting from loss of 
connection to culture through physical separation or alienation from family, community and 
country, lower English language proficiency, racism, discrimination and bullying.4  

FECCA has also received anecdotal reports highlighting how the migration journey of many 
Australians from CALD backgrounds increased their risk of abuse. For example, at various 
stages of the migration journey or upon arrival in Australia, children were separated from their 
parent/s. This was particularly common in the instance that a child was travelling with a single 
parent of a different gender, for instance, where a son would be separated from his mother 
and housed with other male arrivals, in many cases, without a guardian.  

Notwithstanding the increased rates of vulnerability and increased likelihood of contact with 
high risk institutional settings, survivors of CALD background represented a small proportion 
of survivors heard as part of the Royal Commission. Between May 2013 and May 2017, 6,875 
people came forward to report their stories of sexual abuse in an institution as part of the Royal 
Commission. During the private sessions, ‘commissioners heard from 213 people from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, representing 3.1 per cent of all survivors’.5 
Given that CALD Australian’s constitute up to 30% of the population, and that they had 
increased vulnerability and opportunities for abuse, the low rate of CALD participation in the 
Royal Commission suggests a failure to adequately engage with survivors of institutional child 
sex abuse from CALD backgrounds.  

People from CALD backgrounds faced, and continue to face, additional barriers to reporting 
abuse. Fear was cited as one of the key barriers for survivors from CALD backgrounds 
including fear of retribution, fear of police, fear of deportation and fear of being ostracised.6  

FECCA is extremely concerned that CALD Australians are at risk of facing a compound 
injustice. Not only have they experienced institutional abuse, but they are now at risk of being 
failed by the National Redress Scheme instituted for their protection and compensation. 
FECCA is concerned that the voices of CALD Australians were not sufficiently represented 
during the Royal Commission, and that as result, culpable institutions may go unreported and 
fail to join the Scheme. The National Redress Scheme is the last opportunity to reach survivors 
of abuse and it is crucial that the Government consider the specialised needs of CALD 
Australians in the implementation of the Scheme. 

FECCA recommends that the government implement a CALD specific element to the National 
Redress Scheme. This includes the allocation of resources and funding to a CALD specific 
promotion and awareness campaign. This should involve direct and targeted communication 

                                                
1 Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, volume 2, p3, available at 
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/final_report_-_volume_2_nature_and_cause.pdf. 
2 Ibid, p18. 
3 Ibid, p84. 
4 Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, volume 5, p184, available at 
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/final_report_-_volume_5_private_sessions.pdf.  
5 Ibid, p19. 
6 Ibid, p189. 
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with CALD communities through multicultural and grassroots organisations and community-
led media outlets. It should also include the provision and dissemination of targeted materials 
produced in-language, to reach those with low levels of English language proficiency and 
digital literacy. FECCA recommends that free translating and interpreting services should also 
be promoted and offered to CALD Australians who require more information or assistance in 
making an application under the scheme.  

FECCA recommends that ethno-specific redress support services are provided to survivors of 
abuse from CALD backgrounds. While many mainstream support services do great work 
within their communities, multicultural and ethno-specific organisation are often highly skilled 
and trained to work with people from CALD backgrounds. They have experience working with 
translators and interpreters, employ bicultural and bilingual staff and have high levels of 
cultural competence. Culturally appropriate support services are crucial to ensuring access 
and equity to redress for survivors from CALD backgrounds.  

FECCA also recommends that the Government allocates adequate resourcing and funding 
towards a concentrated effort to reach survivors from CALD backgrounds that may have been 
missed in the Royal Commission. FECCA is extremely concerned that survivors from CALD 
backgrounds were underrepresented in the Royal Commission, and that the implementation 
of the National Redress Scheme may be the last opportunity for the Government to reach 
survivors of abuse. This should be done in consultation with multicultural community 
organisations, with consideration given to the additional barriers to reporting sexual abuse 
experienced by CALD communities, such as stigma and fear. 

 


